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to accomplish results. Our spoliation claim against Spain at one time was large and complicated. But in the treaty of 1819, when we exchanged Texas for Florida, giving $5,000,000 as the difference, we closed up the old spoliation claim and paid the five millions difference to American claimants. This claim had arisen, as the French claim did, by the seizure and confiscation of American merchant ships during the European wars.
But a new question of spoliation had arisen before General Jackson became President. All the Spanish-American States had become independent and established their own forms of government, but Spain refused to acknowledge their independence and was in a sullen mood at the outspoken sympathy of some of our public men, and because of the action of our Government in recognizing them as independent States. Hence, while Spain could not hold the revolted colonies, she could make war on their commerce. She refused to acknowledge the blockade, and under this pretext captured and confiscated American merchant ships and cargoes. Spain was in a very bad humor at the loss of her colonies, and refused to make reparation for the ships and cargoes confiscated. A large list of losses was furnished the Government, and when Jackson became President he at once put his mind on this comparatively recent injury to American shipping, and appointed Cornelius Van Ness as Minister to Spain, with instructions to bring this matter promptly before the Government and to earnestly insist on reparation for the wrong done American ship owners. Reparation was refused, and the facts connected with the refusal were reported to the President. With all former Presidents delay and future negotiations-would probably have been the policy, for indeed in all our unsettled affairs with other nations up to the time Jackson became President, delay had been.the principal feature, and hence the accumulation of stale demands that fell to Jacksontion upon one year's notice from either party.      Manj
